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7 See footnote 3.
8 See footnote 3.

9 Under the National Stamping Act, ster-
ling silver articles or parts that contain no
solder have a permissible tolerance of four
parts per thousand. If the part tested con-
tains solder, the permissible tolerance is ten
parts per thousand. For full text, see 15
U.S.C. 294, et seq.

10 See paragraph (c) of this section for ex-
amples of acceptable markings and descrip-
tions.

§ 23.5 Misuse of the word ‘‘vermeil.’’
(a) It is unfair or deceptive to rep-

resent, directly or by implication, that
an industry product is ‘‘vermeil’’ if
such mark or description misrepresents
the product’s true composition.

(b) An industry product may be de-
scribed or marked as ‘‘vermeil’’ if it
consists of a base of sterling silver
coated or plated on all significant sur-
faces with gold, or gold alloy of not
less than 10 karat fineness, that is of
substantial thickness 7 and a minimum
thickness throughout equivalent to
two and one half (21⁄2) microns (or ap-
proximately 100/1,000,000ths of an inch) of
fine gold.

NOTE 1 TO § 23.5: It is unfair or deceptive to
use the term ‘‘vermeil’’ to describe a product
in which the sterling silver has been covered
with a base metal (such as nickel) plated
with gold unless there is a disclosure that
the sterling silver is covered with a base
metal that is plated with gold.

NOTE 2 TO § 23.5: Exemptions recognized in
the assay of gold filled, gold overlay, and
rolled gold plate industry products are listed
in the appendix.

§ 23.6 Misrepresentation as to silver
content.

(a) It is unfair or deceptive to mis-
represent that an industry product
contains silver, or to misrepresent an
industry product as having a silver
content, plating, electroplating, or
coating.

(b) It is unfair or deceptive to mark,
describe, or otherwise represent all or
part of an industry product as ‘‘silver,’’
‘‘solid silver,’’ ‘‘Sterling Silver,’’
‘‘Sterling,’’ or the abbreviation ‘‘Ster.’’
unless it is at least 925/1,000ths pure sil-
ver.

(c) It is unfair or deceptive to mark,
describe, or otherwise represent all or
part of an industry product as ‘‘coin’’
or ‘‘coin silver’’ unless it is at least 900/
1,000ths pure silver.

(d) It is unfair or deceptive to mark,
describe, or otherwise represent all or
part of an industry product as being
plated or coated with silver unless all
significant surfaces of the product or
part contain a plating or coating of sil-
ver that is of substantial thickness. 8

(e) The provisions of this section re-
lating to markings and descriptions of
industry products and parts thereof are
subject to the applicable tolerances of
the National Stamping Act or any
amendment thereof. 9

NOTE 1 TO § 23.6: The National Stamping
Act provides that silverplated articles shall
not ‘‘be stamped, branded, engraved or im-
printed with the word ‘sterling’ or the word
‘coin,’ either alone or in conjunction with
other words or marks.’’ 15 U.S.C. 297(a).

NOTE 2 TO § 23.6: Exemptions recognized in
the assay of silver industry products are list-
ed in the appendix.

§ 23.7 Misuse of the words ‘‘platinum,’’
‘‘iridium,’’ ‘‘palladium,’’ ‘‘ruthe-
nium,’’ ‘‘rhodium,’’ and ‘‘osmium.’’

(a) It is unfair or deceptive to use the
words ‘‘platinum,’’ ‘‘iridium,’’ ‘‘palla-
dium,’’ ‘‘ruthenium,’’ ‘‘rhodium,’’ and
‘‘osmium,’’ or any abbreviation to
mark or describe all or part of an in-
dustry product if such marking or de-
scription misrepresents the product’s
true composition. The Platinum Group
Metals (PGM) are Platinum, Iridium,
Palladium, Ruthenium, Rhodium, and
Osmium.

(b) The following are examples of
markings or descriptions that may be
misleading: 10

(1) Use of the word ‘‘Platinum’’ or
any abbreviation, without qualifica-
tion, to describe all or part of an indus-
try product that is not composed
throughout of 950 parts per thousand
pure Platinum.

(2) Use of the word ‘‘Platinum’’ or
any abbreviation accompanied by a
number indicating the parts per thou-
sand of pure Platinum contained in the
product without mention of the num-
ber of parts per thousand of other PGM
contained in the product, to describe
all or part of an industry product that
is not composed throughout of at least
850 parts per thousand pure platinum,
for example, ‘‘600Plat.’’
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